it. The latter hypothesis is not likely, however, because the Water Shrew was found outside the trap; for this hypothesis to be more plausible then the Water Shrew should have been found inside the trap. Therefore, we believe that the Marten killed the Water Shrew before it had entered the trap. It is not known, however, if the Marten would have consumed the Water Shrew.
Several studies of food habits of American Marten have reported that shrews are among the least preferred prey item of American Marten (e.g., Cowan and Mackay 1950; Quick 1955; Douglass et al. 1983; Slough et al. 1989; Thompson and Colgan 1990; Nagorsen et al. 1991; Simon et al. 1999 ). All shrews found in the stomach contents or scats of Marten have been terrestrial species (e.g. S. cinereus, S. hoyi, S. monticolus). Our observation adds the American Marten as a likely predator of the semi-aquatic American Water Shrew.
We do not know where the Marten killed the Water Shrew, but we find it interesting that the Marten may have killed the shrew while it was away from a waterbody. that they may be susceptible to mortality during these movements, including predation.
